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From Diokens's Hougehold Words.
THE BIRTH AND PARENTAGE OF LETTERS.

In so far as the tion of materials for
writing and the fucllity of means for sending
latters are concerned, we may have little more
to hope for in this country. Our paper and ink
are materials so perfeotly adapted for their pur-
Eioyigan be suhstantially betiesnd by iarepiary

ey can he su tter ventors
that shall be hereaftor. Qnill_pms,yto be sure,
have to be superseded; but in order that this
their d.ulunhj; mnty};e mmplli:hed, steel ofr me-

penshave to be very much improved.

!_’ i m‘;’l’ In the nﬁtﬁarof tr:z
mission, though there isscarcely a grander civil
lmmhon me_:&rlld than our F‘:iﬁg)iuh Wb{
system, we dare st u ¢ mareh
mmooﬁ;rﬂ inerensed ooy o e
consequently, incre uenay of communi-
cation. Leiters will i i T o
sent more rapidly from hand to hand, and, what
18 more immediately practicable, the powers of

the electric hlegrnrh, from heing a rare luxury,

have to become vu pressed into ser-
vige for the important correspondence of the
wmillion. Then, too, we nray have, some of these
days, that is tosay, in “the good time coming,”
an ocean peqn{ post.

It is & terrible thing, however, to remember
that while. , pens; and ink; are placed in
such'a perfect state beside the fingers of the
people ; while the nabional resources offer to
every man incredible facility for the transmis-
sion of his bit of mind to a distance when he
has written it, yet millions among us cannot
grapple with a pen, and are but dimly con-
-sclous even that they have a bit of mind where-
from they could indite a letter. It is as bad
with them as it was with the whole world thou-
sands of years ago, in those prime Old
Timnes which are laid up in Bin No. 1 of History.

We should respeet those little scraps which
men who have been educated to'the handling
of a pen are daily sending abroad, and receiv-
ing from the hands of postmen—in London
hourly—at their doors ; we should respect those
little seraps which are. called letters, if they
were not 8o thoroughly familiar that we can
scarcely conjure up n notion of the difficult and
slow degrees through which the power of thus
speaking to the absent was attained by man.
It is a marvel of art, which has become, like
nature’s marvels, part of our daily'life ; a thing
that seems almost more ne to us, in 8
civilized condition, than our legs, though, by-
the-by, if the whole community were legloss,
we should soon find out-that what can be dis-
E:nsod with by an individual, may novertheless

essentinl to a race. Few of us, then, ean
even by an effort abstract in our minds the art
of letter-writing from all its familiar relations,
80 a8 to obtain a full sense of its being marvel-
lous. Lot us help the imagination by an ance-
dote. In the Bruilg: gluve ‘was sent once by
a gentleman to his friend with a basket of figs
and u letter. The hearer was of course illit-
erate—for those who enslaye the bodies of men,
make it a rule to keep the light of the con-
tained mind from being kindled. The slave
liked figs, and ste o number of them, but his
theft was detected when he reached his desti-
pation, because the actompanying letter told
exactly what the busket shounld contain, The
thief was greatly puzsled to conceive by what

1 the letter was enubled to tell tales abont
him ; but the next time he went with fruit, and
his mouth watered for a sharve of it, he deter-
mined that the paper should not tattle; so he
put it underneath n large stone, and then sat
upon the stone ; there he was safe agninst the
spy, and having taken his refreshment, he re-
leased the letter, and completed the remaindor
of his duty. To his dismay, again the talisman
testified against him, and brought down the
whip upon his back. Now, let us go back and
briefly trace the origin of this tale-bearing in-
vontion ; let us ingquire what were the first
lotters like, and who were the first of the letter-
writers ?

Let us take a voyago to some far isle in the
Pacific Ocean, where the savages are perfectly
untutored. Tha{ may resemble civilized men
a8 they were in the best or oldest of Old Times.
Do they write letters to each other? Not ex-
actly, but they write. The first writing is never
Erivnw and confidential ; it is a “ Know all men
ﬂthm presents,” serntched upon some rock.

ese men hnve minds yet utterly uncultivated;
they cannot advance far in cultivation, for no
written records give to their prescnt the vantage
ground of a true knowledge of the past. FEx-
cept some vague traditions, and some rough

racticnl knowledge that has heen perpetuated
Ey familinr use, the knowledge of one man con-
sists in just 8o much as he can discover for him-
self during the period which elapses between
the first day on which he can totter in his in-
fancy, and the last day on which he can tottor
in hig age. The material universe prompts his
ideas—there is nothing transcendental m his
humor ; his supernantural ideas are only of rocks
wa.ber-élllu, and storms, and men, magnified an
distorted by the play of an untrained imagina-
tion, He can talk about nothing, or almost
nothing, but trees, huts, animals, things yisible
in form. Of guch things the idea can he com-
municated without speech, by scratching their
outline on a tree or rock. Does he hold any
animal sacred, and has he devoted any seques-
tered corner of the forest to the purposes of
worship, he will naturally indicate that fact to
himsell, and all whom it may concern, by arude
ro of the n the nearest surface suit-
able for the reception of a drawing. Stono—
a rock—he would choose naturally, as having
a smooth, hard surface, as being fixed and du-
rable. If anywhere in the wilds he should dis-
tinguish himself as & warrior or a hunter, he
would desire to make his mark agatnst the
place for n perpetual memorial of the achieve-
ment,  Men, weapons, and animals, would thus
come to be seratched upon the rocks in figure
somewhat similar to those which the youn
gentlemen and lndies at & preparatory schoo
are in the habit of eliminating on their slates,
Such marks—not symbols, but in all cases

L direet attempts.at the imitation of some visible

object which the artist had in his mind—such
marks aro all the writing that is found to this
day in many of the Pacific Islands, and they
jot & notd down of the first step which mankind
took upon the road to our mail-trains and
penny-post of 1851 ;

What was thesecond 1 An obvious one,
It would soon be felt that afigure of eight, with
two strokes for a pair of legs, and two strokes
for o pair of arms, would do to express man in
general, but that ench hero wanted to com-
memorate his own deed in particular. Among
the lower animals, plants, and ohjects of doad
nuture, ench in its kind was found to have a
certain character, while men found in each

other characters and dispositions varying ox-

coedingly. Where tribes, and the relations

_____ WASHINGTON:
|AMERICAN TELEGRAPH. |snong them,

dity of transit; and, |

t in oature
which most regembled him in oh r would
be almost the dnly name that be thought
of by a tribe winmli‘ﬂa and thoughts were |
bound within the limit
tions. 8o one man would ba called

one the serpent;. their encampments
quire names uﬁalntarshpofmeialﬁrmefq
and would receive names, upon which would, |
by that ﬁmoh be constituted the established
privoiple.  All this would lead to that improve-
ment in rock-writing which we find among the
Mexican insoriptions.. A maib is figured, and
xom his mouth is gpla gﬁﬂe ld:l?im
e, or serpent, for example—which
there to signify the name of the im_!im.
whom it was intended to depict. By mouns of
writing of this kind‘ it would obviously be imi-
m to communicate any complex mformae
;oand at this time portable insoriptions|
could not in any way assist the business of|
common life, i
Coeval with the use of names signifyin
unlities, ind drawn  from  the outer worl
there would nrise o hahit of attaching extern
ideas of matter to internal ideas of mind ;
courage, cowardice, pradencé, &c., would be
represented habitu ti by emblems ; the soul
would hegin to turn the world of matter to its
own high use, and there would arise that figu-
that poetry, which is ?ﬁ

rative

ha%itual l:‘nﬂg of all savage communities
tha.tdl;zvlu.d X e ﬁrstﬂtlwo or threée ated to-
war @ development of human power. Ideas,
which exist only in the mind, wug?d now begin
to multiply and prepontlerate over ideas found-=
ed u bodily sensation. The world without
would become more and more a storehouse of
emblems to be used for tho depiction of a world
within, A lion for strength, a serpent for sub-
tlety—objeets would now commonly be drawn
to represent ideas; and now the writing still
scratched upon rocks and walls would be suf-
ficient to communicate much information to all
those who were accustomed to the symbols.

Let us imagine, now, that a community of
men which has advanced so far in its writing
Eoweru, and proportionately in the other

ranches of its civilization, having formed into
a rude State, makes war on another rude State
at a distance, speaking another language. Tt
is victorions, and brings home eaptive a chief,
with a barbarous name, like nothing in the
language of the victors. The triumph must be
written on a rock ; but how is the name of the
vanquished enemy to be recorded? Glory for-
bid that it should not be put to shame. Here
there would present itself a difficulty to be mas-
tered, and +there would be but one way in
which it could be overcome. The spoken name
being a series of sounds, it could be written, if
the sounds contained in it could be recorded.
In this way there would arise, and did arize, a
new use of material ohjects. a8 phonetic signs ;
so to this day the Chinese, whose native writing
is an elaborate representation of ideas by ob-
jects, (ideographic.) represent foreign names to
native ears in this phonetic way, as rudely as
we might express the sound of the word “arti-
fice” by the threo figures which stand for
henrt—eye—fish.

Our own alphabets, we know, are, in the

nt day, thoroughly * phonetic”—each
etter represents a sound ; and as we put letters
together on paper; so we put sounds together
on our lips, It will be curious to show how
men, slowly and carefully. still felt their way
out of darkness, and by what slow stages we
travelled from(”:lm first necessity for a phonetic
scrap, down to our present system. The in-
quiry is not foreign to our purpose, since our
purpose is to show how, generation after gen-
eration, man hias had to toil and struggle on-
ward to obtain that power which igwt[o-dny ex-
ercised familiarly by the Miss Julin Mills, who,
living in London, sends the overflowings of her
heart, under half an ounce in weight, to her
most confidential friend at Newcastle.

We find one step to the extended use of a
phonetic system, chn wo pass from the Chi-
nese to the matured practice of the ancient
Egyptians. The Egyptian hieroglyphics con-
tain much that is phonetie in them. They are
written upon three systems st once. here
an Egyptian, sculpturing some story, had to
oxpress o word that signiffed a visible object,
easy to figure, there he simply figured it, and

ut three dots thereafter, if it was a plural.

hen, he used the earliest and simplest form—
the “figurative” writing. If the next word
represented an idea to which there was attach-
ed o symbol, (and there was a fixed catalogue
of such symhols to guide him.) he figured it
m:conlin;\ . and so used the advanced form of
“gymbolic” writing, If the next word chanced
to be a verb, or something that could not be
represented either absolutely or by proxy, then
he wrote it down, on a phonetic system, and
the phonetic system was carried out in this
manner. The sound of B was represented by
any one of about half a dozen natural objects
chosen for the purpose, whose names begin
with B ; for the letter C, o small collection was
set apart of animals, &c,, whote names were
commenced with C: and s0 on.  The figures
to be used were fixed ; but for the represonta-
tion of ench gound, an option was given to the
seulptor, among fivo or six objects, in order
that, when exccuting his work, he might as
much as possible avoud “ tautology “—or tauto.
figury—too great a run upon the sun or moon,
too many crocodiles or ibises. Just as when,
in our own writing, the same word oceurs two
or three times in o few lines, we substitute for
it, onco at least, n ?'nunymt-. if possible: so the
Egyptinn writer, if he saw that he produced
his erocodiles too fast, and had a care of ele-
gance, had in the phonetic aystem o reserve of
Egurm-c, out of which he waa at liberty to pick
the one which he found the least hacknoyed
as n substitute.

This Egyptian system of phonetits has
brought us now to the borders of our A B C,
But our letters are not pictures of ohjects.
Although we tell our children that A stands
for apple, and B for bull, we have not now to
tell them (ns the Egyptiaus had to teach) that
apple stands for A, and bull for B. Faint
trnces of a pictorial alphabet we may detoct—
as tho hissing sorpent, for exanple, in onr S
bat they are very fiint troces. l}{nw did the

icture vanish 7 Here, aﬁain, Egypt serves us
For an illustration. We have talked of hiero-

lyphics, and the hieroglyphie characters were
e nto figures of oljects enrved upon rocks
and walls. But the Eng tians had advanced
heyond rock writing, and their priests wroto
upon portable matdrial so constantly, and so
much at length, that it Leeame an object to
avoid the tediousness and delny attendant
upon writing as the chisel wrote. Thus, there
aroso the use of Hieratic characters, which

0 Llion. the hioratie version was s

| q.bbmﬁ&tinlﬁ
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0 ) s o gimiple outline

- {of the haunches and hind a8 seen in the
et form of the hi h. was no
‘éion allowed in the of drawing aiﬂmm

ariginal or the abbrevintion. There was only
way of drawing o lion, and only one way
the ekoteh. So with other

gs. The Hieratic characters retained no

of theiy y peréep- [¥eéry great resemblance to anything in na-

svﬁ’&n—{ thene

re, und, when igmddm&t;m a pelection frﬁm
these was committod to the popular use as do-
mestio characters, for ordinary purposes,
Lexample, lotter wrmn%. it will be readily im-
agined _ti:qt Egyptian billets doux were put td-
gother in characters nearly as fur remote from
ieture writing as the letters which now travel
'I“,tl:xh St ‘h tin’s-lo-Grand.
1+ This is-enough to indicate the path
.hﬁwlu:mnkmd has arrived at that power
hich enables ench individual, who learns the
wsb.ury, to seal up o selection from.his thoughts
vithin n little parcel, and to transmit it safely
by hand, whithersoever he muy please, for ifs
‘edmmunication to a distant, fricng. And now
that we have séen how hardly mind has had

42 battle for'the art of writing, let us see what

. “have been overcome hefore we co
£ n to such materials of writing as we now
possess; let us find our way to the first letter-
writers, and see how they wrote, and what sort
of things their letters were.

We have ‘séen that in the first infancy of
writing, in the Cradlo of FEetters, nothing was
wanted but a rock(;f Communities attained to
an imposing show of material power before the
notion of sénding written messages was acted
upon with any vigor, A fragment of rock,
not too large to he carried, was then broken
off and used as a material. It was the first
and most natural idea; but as the arts of’ con-
struction supply n pressing material want, and
are advanced without much difficulty, it is ensy
to perceive that in many nations, moderately
destituto of stone, ‘brick-making would be a
discovered art before the time when there
would be felt any strong necessity for sending
letters, Letters coming afterwards would, in
such cases, take the form of inscriptions upon
brick and tile. ' We find this accordingly to
be the case.  Among the curiosities tn'meti‘ up
at Nineveh, by Mr. Layard, are some of the
Asafxmn documents inscribed on this material.
Well, certainly, society could nat stop there.
If we were still obliged to write our letters
upon bricks, and build & brick wall when we
made a hook, or write a novel in threo stakes,
instead of three volumes, we should find the
literature and correspondence of the country
to bo a somewhat heavier eommodity than 1t
is at present. The inconvenience was felt even
in those days, when there were no books, and
no postmen were wanted to cart bricks to peo-
ple’s doors; no editors to be Dricked in with
correspondence only high and mighty people
senkt these written messa, for they were
chicfly ediets, testaments, and r#o forth. The
Ten Commiandmdnts were' written, as we
know, upon stone. Nations possessing lead—a
metal scratched with ease—would gﬁnd it a
convenient substitute for stone or brick. In
“Joh,”? there is allusion ‘made to writing ma-
terinls of this kind. Flat shells would also
suggest themselves as portable, and hard, and
easy to he seratched. The Athenian practice
of ostraciem, by which the people inseribed
the character of certain votes on oyster-shells,
arose in this way. It was not for want of other
materials, hut for the sake of sccrecy, that
Histizeus shaved a man’s head, and engraved
a message on his skull, then let the hair grow,
and sent him to Miletus to be ghaved and read :
man himself being, in this case, uzed as writing
mgferial, ‘and transformed into a locomotive
letter, .

The very absurd question has been raised,
Who was the first letter-writer? Who invent-
ed the art of lotter-writing? And credit has
been given on this account to Atossa, the
mother of Xérxes, A letter is o message writ-
ten upon something portable, and then trans-
mitted to a distant person.
messagoes of this kind would be sent, though at
firgt very rarely, among each people, from the
first month after it had passed in-its develop-
ment to the idea of writing on detached and
reasonnbly light pieces of materinl. The idea
of detached. transmissible writing having once
begun to run alone and grow fumiliar with a
people, it would soon be obvious, that the light-
er the material, the better it would be for men
who had to carry it about ; and the more easily
¢ould n person addressed retain his informa-
tion in privacy, by earrying it about his person.
Leaves, especially in Oriental countries, where
the leaves are large and smooth, would soon
suggest themselves. The Comman Sibyl's pro-
phecies were #aid to be ingeribied on this mate-
rinl. Votes written upon olive-leaves, instead
of oyster-shelly, are also mentioned. The Hin-
doos are known to have used leaves and in
some parts of Indin and Ceylon it is said that
books are still occasionally found whose pa-
ging is on leaves, in the precise and strict sense
of the word. Leaves, however, would soon be
found o material in various ways inconvenient,
and the drier bark of trees would be preferred,
especially that thin, smooth, inner bark which
in some trecs is exceedingly coherent, strong,
and durable. The Saxons in this country, are
said to have used the bark of beech trees,
called by them “hoe,” for writin purposes ;
and from this fact, our word “hook” is some-
times thonght to be derived. The Latin for a
book means, certainly, the inner bark, and
points. to the uso of that material. So the
word “library " reminds us of the days when
lotters were still in their cradle.  Bark tablets
were prepared for use by polishing : and it was
one of the amusements of a king of Persia on
his travels to take bark and a knife, that he
might beguile the time by rubbing them to-
gether, ns an American might take a stick to
whittle. g

Thanks to the beos men would not he long
in finding out the excellence of honey, and the
uke of wax. The idea of writing upon wax,
first sproad over a thin board, to give to it the
roquisite strength, came rather late, but was
extremely natural, In the time of Themisto-
cles. these waxed tables were in use; bhut we
find it recorded of Themistocles himself, at the
#ume time, that he wrote a lettter to the Toni-
ans upon stone

Bark had been used for tablets and for
writing letters. which were capable of heing
folded up, during the best period of the Roman
world, aud we find them still in use under the
later Emperors, The tablets were of bark on
which the Emperor Commodus inscribed his
list of victims, and the discovery of which led
to the vietimization of himself. Waxed tab-
lets had, however, been for a long timo in use,
and these were written upon with an iron-
pointed wenpon—we might say a skewer, but
the Romans said o style. From an carly pe-
riod, it was forbidden to wear arms within the
Roman city. Tablets and styles not being in-

were simply the Hieroglyphics, sivmiplified into
a runming hand. Whemyrhe I'ﬁerogryphjc was

terdioted, the style hecame (as pens have been

as for’

1t is obvious that’

since then, in man ) . __—H
Nandy o a stals'and mbm imkndlybr-mnd-
od secured themselves

by skewering their foes, | th

Julius Cmsar, when sttacked by the i
ﬁor;,.wouudu.i hig first assassin with n uzyla;
and it was with their styles that the followers
of Caius Graechus killed, in a tumult, the lic-
tor.of Opimius, The well-known modern Ital-
1an stilelto may derive its name from such an
origin,
he' Egyptinns arrived soon at the art of
making lmen; and that dene, white linen
would soon a_uﬁgest itself as a convenient ma-
terial on which to make a portable inscription.
Linen was therefore used ; hut soon the prinei-
al iden of that age, the notion from which we

erive our common name for the material on | Em

which we write, was carried out in Egypt. It
Wwas a very simple thing, an improvement on
the uso of tree-bark, caused by the use of
peelings from a reed, called byblos, or papﬂua,
then very common, and now very rare in
er Egypt. From its name, byblos, eomes the
Greek word ugni?'ing book, and through that
channel our word for the Sacred Volume. The
papyrus grew abundantly in lakes and marsh-
4 .to a height of about ten feet. The diame-
ter of its stem is two or three inehes, and from
its surface peel can be taken off, layer after
layer, to the number of about twenty toatings.
The use of this peel soon ocourred to the Egyp-
tians a8 an improvement upon ordinary bark.
To prepare papyrus for use, having cut off
the brash from above, and the root from he-
low, the Egyptians cut each stem into two
peices of equal lengths, and then proceeded
the peeling. The layers became smaller of
course, but also whiter, as the ers gradu-
ally approached the centre of the stem. Each
strip was then extended flat, and suffered o
fow slight acts of preparation beforo another
strip was placed over it, in such & manner that
the fibres of the two strips erossed ench other's
ain, and gave strenit to the whole when
ey were joined together ; they were joined,
rer ps by their own saccharine matter, or
by simple vegetable [Flnten, beaten together,
pressed, and polished. A number of these
prepared and strengthened slips, having been
gummed and beaten together at the edges,
form o papyrus sheet of any size; and
the whole, having been thus prepared, was
impregnated with oil of cedar to preserye it
from corruption. Of the papyrus manufac-
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was delivered was frequently instructed to as-
certain that he made no mistake, by asking

@ person into whose hands the lebter was
delivered, whether he could tell impres-
sion who had wriiten it. o

As for the transmission of letters, the word
“post” is & Roman word; and derivesits name
from people who were placed or at fixed
distances, to run and pass from hand to hand
the missives of the State. A ificent and
costly postal system was established by the
Roman Emperars, but it was wholly for the
use of Government and the defence of Prov-
inces. 1t did not take the letters of the peo-
ple; and the post-horses were only used by sub-
Jects when permission had been given by the
peror. e have not leisure now for any
connocted sketch of the world’s progress to
(what is yet a dream) an universal postal sys-
tem. But the work that hias been done in thi
way may be estimated very fairly by any one
who will turn to some details in the first
of “ Household Words,” under the hend * Val-
enﬁbne’u Day at the Post Office,” and remember
that in this t:c};luntry there was little trace of
an t establishment at all up to the twenty-
t.hl{-dP;:nr of Queen Eljxabeth.p .

Thu‘b} then, we perodive that although there
he gentlemen among us who profess to teach
the art of writing in six lessons) yot n simple
invitation written to a friend, am; sent by post,
eontuing the result of human activity sustained
over o period of some three thousand years.

Mr. Hale, (;;om. Stockto :nd the Bu-
preme Oon:z.

The * Republic”’ comiments on the late scens
in the Senate between Com. Stockton and Mr.
Hale as follows: :

Tue Sveaeme Counr ANp THE SENATE.—The
gpirit which actuated Senator Stockton in arrest- .
ing the attack of Senator Hale on the SBupreme
Court of the United States, was sympathized with
by every man of integrity and patriotism within
hearing. The manuer of the Senator from New
Jersey in calling Mr. Hale to order was calm and
dignified, while it distinctly manifested the im-
dignation with which he was animated. The
passage to which we refer ocourred during the
debate in the Senate on Wednesday. . Mr. Hale
had said that he looked upon it as one of the
main dangers of the times, ad *“ one of the most
alarming facts, that the judiciary of the land
have been go swift to prostrate and to prostitute

tured, there goon came to be several qualities,
That made from the fine white strips in the

middle was imperial, and called ".Angust."[

The middle quality, used by the priests, was
called * hieratic ” until flattery named it, after
the wife of Augustus, “ Livin.” The finest
sort, however, E:ing torn too easily by the
hand, pointed reeds were improved in the reign
of Claudiug, by crossing with a more plebeian
strip. .

Pla)lpyrm could be written upon one side only.
The introduction of this material by the Egyp-
tians guve a great lift to the lettor-writer, and
to literature generally. It is, a8 Germans would
say, the *name-father’ to paper, and a very
respectable and worthy elder. Books were
copied intolong rolls of sheet glued under sheet;
the sheet which felt the first glue was called,
on that'account, the protocol, and our diplomn-
tists preserve the term in their transactions.

The run upon papyrus being very groat,
that plint began to show some signs of searci-
ty in Egypt, and for shat reason, among oth-
ers, its exportation was at one period forbid-
den. At the same time the Kings of Perga-
mus began to be a literary sect, and wanted
something whereupon their seribes might copy
books. The skins of beasts, which, in a rough
state, had before, in various places, hoen ocf
casionally used, attracted now increased at-
tention. They were smoothed and prepared
into dry substanges, called, after Pergamus,
Pergament or Parchment, and vellum, which
i but another way of saying skin. Here was
another capital, :{nmblc thing, which found
its way into the world ahout two or three hun.
dred years before Christ. It was dear, how-
ever, and for common purposes papyrus was so
much more convenient, that the Egyptian pa-
per never was supplanted, until the birth of a
rystem which got paper out of cotton, certain-
ly not earlier than seven or eight hundred
%oarr& after the first discovery of parchment,

"he world then worked on for something like
a thonsand years before we hit upon the plan
of muking paper out of linen rags ; a very lucky |
thins, for up to that time the monks, who |
could not go to the expense of much new i
parchment, had been industriously seraping |
out the copied records of antiguity, and works |
of its great masters, to make room for thoeir |
own optiong on things in_general, and saints |
and miracles particularly.  The gradual pro- |
gress of the art of paper-making to the pres-
ent day it is not now necessary to illustrate ;|
but we may refer, in connection with this sub- |
jeet, to the deseription of a paper-mill, con-
tained in No. 23 of this Journal.

Probably the first pen was a piece of fint,
or any barbarous chisel ; which would he sup- |
planted by some kind of iron style o soon as
civilization had advanced sufficiently for the |
attainment of an instrument in iron. Theso |
metal pens were generally found less enitable |
than reeds, when men had come to possess the |
power of writing with a colored fluid wpon |
wrchment or papyrus.  The firat ink prn\-n-?

ily was the dark matter from the “ink-bag” |
of the different species of enttle-fish : that is |
what the “Indian ink,” made and employed |
in China, ought to le, though the Chinese |
(horrible cheats) imitate it frequently with
tampblack. Our color ealled sepia is the same
thing, differing in charncter as coming from a |
moluse of another species. To people with |
wenk eyes the Romans sometimes wrote with |
an exceedingly black ink on ivory. But even |
where a letter would be written on papyrus |
with ink and a reed, it was first put together®|
on wix, in most cases with an iron style; for '
the Romans were more clever at the sword
than at the Rﬂn, ancd it hothered the brains of
an average Roman very much to write n de-
cent letter. It was requisite to make g rough |
draft in the first instance, and he did this with
a style on wax, where he eonld erase, interpo-
lute, and boteh, with comfort, till he had struck
out . composition to his liking. Thatiron age |
of writing passed awny, and the great thinkers |
of the w'm}l‘d gtirred nations with a feather.
Feather and Pen are words of the same mean-
ing, but the age of feather-writing is upon the
wane, and iron hat come back into the world, |
In fifty years we sball be again writing with
metallic instraments, and Pen will then be a |
word whose etymology can he explained only
by the story of the past, just as we have to go
buck now when we explain the name of Pa-
or.

, The Roman letters in the form of rolls were
fastened with o seal of “oft was, on which,
from the time of the first Emperors, it was
usual to make an impression peculiar to the

writer. The messenger by whom the pm‘kcli

themselves before the operation of this law, (the
fugitive-slave law,) so as to override, and nullify,
and destroy that great safeguard of constitu-
tional liberty, which the framers and founders of
our constitution thought they had secured.” Mr,
Hale was speaking of the doctrines of treason as
they had been laid down by our judiciary, and
the allusion was understood to be to the judges
of the federal courts—the only portion of oup
Judicinry that has to deal with questions of this
nature,

Immediately afterwards he made the allusion
more pointed and distinct by saying, in another
connexion, *“there is a trinbnal that sits beneath
this Senate chamber which {s the very citadel of
American slavery."” When this direct reference
was made to the, Supreme Court, Commodore
Stockton rose, and in a quiet and firm way de-
clared that, as an American citizen and Senator,
he could not sit there and hear such language
without deing something to arrest the course of
the debate, and called the Senutor to order.

Mr. Ilale was for once in his life, and for a
few moments, abashed and thrown from his self-
possession, for it was evident that Com. Stockton
had with him the feeling not only of the Senators
but of the spectators. The Senator from New
Hampshire sought refuge in a denial of which we
will give him the full benefit, though we had felt,
with Com. Stockton, at the time Mr. Hale spoke
of the * prostration aud prostitution of the judi-
ciary,” Lat his allusion was to the members of
the court that ‘¢ sat beneath”—the Supreme Court
of the United States. He denied, however, that
he intended such’ an allusion, and asserted that
in using the words * prostration and prostitu-
tion,” he did not “intend to apply them to that
tribonal. * This remark,” he said, *did net
apply to the Supreme Court of the United States,
hecause no gase, growing out of the fugitive slave
law, bad ever come before them.” 1f Mr. Hale
did not allude to the Supreme Court, we pre-
sume that he must have alluded to the wircuit
and district courts of the United States, or to the
judges of the State courts; and we think it quite
as indecent for a Senantor to utter a sweeping
charge of *“ prostration and prostitution” against

| these tribunals ns nagainst the Supreme Court
| itself.

Tur Rev. Mz, Garranen, or Missourr —¢ [t
is with pleasure,” snys the * Union,” * that we
see the services of this well-known pastor en-
gaged in the District of Columbia.  In Tennessee
aud other States of the West he bas long been
favorably known, and has done much to promote
the cause of true picty and religion.”

The invitation snd acceptance have relation
only to the present winter, the period Mr. Galla-
her had previosly fixed upon for his residence

lin our city ; but we ftrust it may be found eom-

patible with the desires of the church and his
own inelinntions to form a more durable connex-
ion. We have many able, eloquent and estima-
ble pugtors in the vavious Christinn churches of -
this city, but it appears to us that the comple-
ment is not made up without the peculinr order
of instruction supplied by Mr. G. Ilis preaching
is like an exhaunstless fountain of knowledge, re-
plete with instruction, and eminently suggestive
to the enlightened and curions mind, while his
appenls ever prompt the hearer to resolution and
to action ; and yet he is entirely free from a sin-
gle thought of grace, beauty or studield effect, in
voice or gesture. TPlaiin to homeliness Inmi sim-
plicity itselly he fails to win the admiration until
liis sincerity and store of thought and fuforma-
tion bave been impresged upon the mind of the
hearer,

Cask or D, Ganoser.—During the sitting of
the criminal court, on Saturday Inet, J. M. Car-
lisle, esi., [-I'I!_!l'll the desiguation of ldlj’ for
taking mp the ease of Or. G, A. Gardoer, charged
with fraudulently obtaining money under the
Mexican indemuity claims.  He moved that the
L0th Januery be named for commencing the trial.
The United States distriet nttorney (Mr, Fandnl]‘g
stated that much difficalty had been experiene
in nscertaining the whercabouts of witnesses, and
procuring their attendance, and therefore objected
to fixing nny special day. The court declined
ruling it for suy particular day, but hoped it
would be consideved snd disposed of during the
present term.— Rapublie, -

Brinixe Voremws.—The grand jury of Wash-
ington county (Md.) eireuit court has presented

severnl persons for bribery, or attempted briberg,
nt the last election. The offence is a serious ove
under the uew constitution—the penally being

| fine, Imprisonment, and disfranchisement,

[ Balt. Argus.
Of the whole number of fiwen hundred dram-
ghops in Boston, only four hundred and ninety
are kept by Amerieans. Wo are proud of that.




